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to produce a draught likely to s.lTcet any plants that 
may bn exposed to it, Although thru id only a modi filia- 
tion flf one of the principal tsatUKB which chAraeteriBcd 
tU» Pol m rise system of heating, still l think the way 
in which it bun been applied is worthy of especial notice, 
ami may be viewed a* a Step in llie right direction 
towards solving the difficult problem regarding 
a ['‘ration that tins no long occupied! the attention of some 
of onr very best garden els. 

Tike plan of having ventilators along (ho ridge of the 
house, in the manner represented in the large sketch, 
with openings »t the back, and a wide coping to protect 
the roller blind in front, is the name as waa adopted by 
Mr. Etoolh at Carcfew* in 1840, when reconstructing a 
stove for Sir Charles Lemon, Bart. The only difference, 
a hi Mr. Booth informs me, consists in the ventilators at 
Garde w being hung a little above ilia centre, and having 
each a small piece of lead let into (he wood, bo as to 
prevent them from opening unless when required for 
the purpose of giving air. 

The roller blind h*s been long in use for the covering 
of hot. houses, and I believe was first successfully applied 
as a shade to *utn& pits at Syon in 1 828, by Mr, Forrest, 
when gardener to the late Duke of Northumberland. 
An account, accompanied with a sketch to show the 
mode of fixing this sort of blind, will be found in Loudon's 
** G ardent iV Magazine/* vol. v., page 510, 

Although it would appear from what has been stated 
that there is really little novelty in the construction and 
arrangement of the Orchid-houao And pits Rt Portb- 
gwidden, 1 trust it will not lu+ inferred that they are ou 
this account devoid of interest, . So far from this being 
the ease, they are, in pay opinion, worthy of being re- 
garded as models of their kind, in which some of tins chief 
improvements iti the heating and ventilating of horticul- 
tural buildings, up to 1050, have been introduced with 
considerable skill and Complete success, and nor sc know- 
lodgments are due to Mr*. Phillpolts for having made the 
public acquainted with his plans, and tins result of his 
experience, £?* Traro. 



DESTRUCTION OF MUSTARD SEED CROPS. 

From a communication which *e have received front 
Professor Hen slow it appears that the lit tin blue beetle 
Pbredofl Be Culm, lias again thin autumn renewed its 
attacks upon the Mustard seed crops in Che Fen districts 
near Ely. In the early pat! of the autumn of 1854 they 
were so numerous that bund reds of thousands might be 
collected in a few minutes by shaking the stems of the 
white Mustard over a newspaper, as stated m the Pro- 
ceedings of the Entomological Society on the 4th Sept, 
(p* 24) 1 they entirely devoured the leaves and barked 
the stems and coshes, or seed- vessels, the seed thereby 
becoming lean and of inferior quality. In the present 
month of October wo learn from a letter from Mr, 
Henry Balls that they are equally prevalent in the Fen 
districts, and that they have attacked all green crops, 
especially Mustard and Gat-lick, the former being 
devoured to the very stsdkf, and in many pheccs in tl o 
district they have cleared 50 acres, and then passed to 
the next field, being Cole seed, making a path in their 
progress. A plan for arresting these ravages had been 
tried by laying straw between the two fields and then 
getting it on fire to windward. They now (middle of 
October) appear to have taken to their winter quarters, 
in crevices of gate-posts and other similar si Lua lions, 
They fiaye not been noticed in their preparatory states j 
this is a point which appears to us to require especial, 
investigation on the spot, where we apprehend the Jarvte 
wilt be found feeding upon the leaves, of allied species 
of hedge- row plauta J. 0. Westwood. 



Ht>me Correspondence. 

American Blvtnt . — We are indebted to the Americans 
for omne really valuable Plums. Among them the 
Jefferson holds ihe first rank; ripening just After the 
Green Gage, and being quite equal to it in flavour and 
far superior in beauty, it cannot be too highly eulogised. 
I had some tine fruit in pyramids this season, which, 
owing to the fine weather in September, slightly 
shrivelled on the trees, and became iff a deep golden 
colour, blotched with red]} they were full of delicious 
juice; 1 thought them superior oteh to the Green 
Gage. Denniston's Superb, ripening 0 or 10 
days before the Green Gage, is rI&o a valuable 
Fbmj this year the fruit were particularly fine 
from pyramids ; Hiding's Superb is also a very large 
and very rich Plum j the Autumn Gage, an oval 
medium-gi^ed y t ]i ow Plum, i& very valuable, as at 
hangs well ou the tree till after the middle of October. 
Blecket’a Scarlet is a useful kitchen Plum, remarkable 
for its hardi nets and product! ven ess. Srutth’a Orleans, 
nil oval reddish purple Plum, Iias not proved quite 
equal to its reputation in America. Columbia ia a large, 
round, and very handsome Plum, rich and angary hut 
rather dry, and ripening with a crowd of other Sorts, Is 
not so valuable a* the first-named variettEB. I may 
here mention that Plums in Nottinghamshire* north of 
Trent, rarely attain their full size tmd flavour ; the 
climate seems too cool and moist for thtoi, for if large 



Danger attending Tran, 'planting Trees of Midsummer. 
—I am surprised that Mr, Scots should pronounce in 
such a dogmatical tone (! midsummer ” Its be the best 
time for transplanting trees and shrubs, l( and October 
and Novumbi'r^ to be only “ second heat” for that 
purpose* I, however, by no means wish to say that 
Mr. Scott ban been unsuccessful in his operations* By 
securing good balls to his plant*, having hut a short 
distance to convey them, perhaps a week's dull weather 
after planting, or deluding them with water, and screen- 
ing them from (lie scorching raya of the euu ; — by a 
fortunate concurrence of there cifcuui stance 9, I say* 
Mr, Scott's practice may have terminated in success. 
But is he not upholding a system— or, at least, trying to 
do so — contrary to tile Iswh of nature, ns I will now 
endeavour to show I Mr. Scott will surely agree with 
mo when I state that plants are in a mote active 
state of growth at midsummer than in autumn ; that, 
owing to perspiration From the foliage, the roots have 
more to do at midsummer than in autumn ; and that, 
consequently, tho Jess roots are disturbed at that season 
the better — and it ia almost impossible to lift a plant of 
any size without injuring its roots to a greater or l«es 
ex ton r* As roots, therefore, are the principal feeders 
of the- loaves, what can be expected but failure when 
they are mutilated and exposed to air while Mi? plant is 
in luxuriant growth ? Besides, the atmosphere is much 
drier and hotter At midsummer than in autumn, and 
hence there Is r greater amount of evaporation going 
on, and. as. ! have already stated, a more abuudnnt 
supply of sap required of the roots, How, therefore, 
can this be furnished when the roots are rendered in a 
great measure inactive !— which must be the cage for 
some time after trail splauting. I trust that these facts, 
without entering into further detail in tho matter, will 
BLilfitp to riiow tho danger attendant upon the system 
Mr. SootE bo positively asserts to be tho bent* If Mr, 
S. will only adopt the two months he condemns — 
u October and November "—and include September, he 
will find them far better adapted both theoretically and 
practically for the purpose of transplantation than the 
season he recommends, |F r A. BikStfUtd* [We, at leant, 
Are no advocates of Mr. Scon's views.] 

Artificially Fronted Ijlaas . — Many Rre practically cog- 
nisant of instances where litis kind of glass is used as a 
means of alluding, bo as partially to intercept the iuu*a 
rays ; but the advocates of the practice mugt he blind, 
or they would see at once tho ill of lours of which it ia 
productive. When used for such structures an vineries, 
pin erica, and houses devoted to hard-wooded plants, 
every cultivator endeavours to prevent a prostration of 
the faculties of hia plant when in a growing tender 
state by intercepting intense sunshine, at tho same time 
admitting as much fight as possible ; but when such 
plants have completed their growth, their manifestations 
alone will teach us how indispensable is a due amount 
of this agent to the ripening of their wood ; and how ia 
tliis to be accomplished be Death frosted gk.is l The 
Appearances of tho Vines and plants grown under such 
disadvantageous circu instances wifi afford ocular de- 
monstration of the evil. The wood will be long-jointed, 
sappy, and watery, the leaves will have long glen dev 
petiole*, and lamina of meagre nize etiolatod and pallid, 
thus deteriorating them until they become m Constitu- 
tionally impaired as to be valueless in a I] their growing, 
flowering, and other properties, evtn if exposed to a 
clearer medium and more favourable circumstances 
hereafter. With such unfavourable demonstrations and 
impracticabilities attending this mydn of ahading, wby 
not resort to a m«r» expeditious, oagier, and cheaper 
me (hod, which wifi possess fi reater advantages And Incur 
less risks than tho mode in question t J. It. T. f gr, to 
G. S. Winds, /.V/- , Jfucdesate Gardens, near Gloucester. 

Orchard If ousts , ^ Being about to erect an orchard 
house, induced hy the favourable accounts which have 
been given of their success, I think it probable that Mine 
of your reader* may be Able to give information which 
wou Id bo of ad van t age to m ysd f n nd otl lers i n 1 i ke“oLrcuin- 
s tan ccs. In r lean-to house of fimall size, erected by an, 
amateur in my neighbourhood, the plants, though 
having fully tho distance between litem recommended 
hy Mr. Rivers, appeared too crowded, and those in 



and every twig from it shows ihe original character, 
whilst every other part retains its curled diameter of 
tesif iind shortened And condensed ramification* fFU&Ain. 
Matters, Exotic Nursery^ Canterbury, 

Double -j&oioered Peach — 1 send you a fruit grown in 
my garden on a standard double-bSoaBomcd Peach* I 
am led to suppose that Its fruiting is rather an unusual 
occurrence. The Peach in q libation i l'IJ oil nn h^-turday 
last. A . , Dvlvich Com mot?, Oct. 30 . [ Thu deubl e-fiowered 
Peach, being only semi-double, will occasion ally pro- 
duce fruit, but It rarely ripens, and when it does baa no 
value.] 

Few Ujerftflj* — I do not remember to ha vs ever seen a 
more abundant crop of these tEian there is titi-s autumn. 
Observing that the birds eat them greedily, I occasionally 
eat a few and find theca sweet and grnteFul ns the purest 
honey. Allow me to ask whether they may he made- 
into jelly, and eaten in that form with impunity, 
Riittnnis, [Take cate you don't kill yourself* The pulp 
is harmless, no doubt— but tho kernel is a dangerous 
poison.] 

Poplars itnri Varieties of Larch , — in reply to if An Old 
Pupil, 11 you state that Poplars can never be so prolitahlo 
as Lixreh in dry exposed placet. G cut rally Hpeaking 

this may be the case, but still there arc exceptions* and 
an extreme one presents itself in the spot from, which I 
write. It ia subject to great droughts, and as mucli 
exposed as most parts of the kingdom (as those who 
wiinewied the gale of Friday kst can toaiify) ; yet the 
Black Italian, the beat, and to i»y fancy by far the 
nicest looking of Pop ram, surpasses alt trees by its ex- 
traordinary growth, and that in exposures where the 
Larch positively requires shelter ; without which in tho 
course of most seasons Its beautiful green is browned 
and its tender shoo La destroyed by the at; verity off tho 
gales, and an atmosphere saturated with salt ; con- 
sequently In such localities, particularly where shelter 
is die object, the Poplar will bo found the more sn i table 
of the two* While speaking of Larches allow mo to 
express my regret that the many beautiful and 
striking varieties which exist of this Lreo should be 
confounded in a common name. No doubt to most 
p-cople a Larch is a Larch, and there ends tho matter; 
but ubserVErs cannot help seeing how widely the forms 
of many differ from the stiff compact pyramidal habit 
which charade risen the race, more especially thoas 
recently raised, arid deni ami a place for elegance of 
habit Ainortg Deodars and Cedarx of Lebanon. Fotf 
profit or Hop polea probably' the common sorts may ha 
preferable, hut when they are to form part of park 
scenery, surely a little^ trouble in selecting them would 
be well hes Cowed ; many of l heir habit a are greatly 
charged and only fully developed hy age, still the ten- 
dency to do so ia observable even in tho nursery', and 
quite perceptible before they have arrived at an ago fit 
to plant out. It is probable that many of the venerable 
specimens which now com maud our admiration might 
not literally produce wed after their kind*" Never- 
theless much might he done to furnish Varieties for 
ornamental purposes, and I have no doubt that any 
attention paid to the subject would meet with reward* 
/■ J Folkestone, Oct. 21. [Our correspondent boa ima- 
Lftkcn Ihe question. Tho Lombardy Poplar wag tho 
tree inquired about, not the Black Italian, which makes 
a great difference.] 

IFiVffttJorww .FVm't.—I imvc often been struck by 
the amount of imochief done to tarmus crops in a short 
time by wire worms, and can nut conceive how bo small 
a creature cun find ita food, growing &g it does, a good 
distance apart, with such certainly. If a field affected 
by lUem"be care fully e sum rued it will be found that the 
soil in many instanecB h not ao full of the insect* :i* a 
person would imagine from sreing the amount of injury 
done, and It is necessary to believe I list ihey havs 
rather the power of selecting and finding the food they 
like beat, than that they -travel along eating any thing 
sui table lying in. their path. 1 have been led to make 
these remarks from observing their good tnate in the 
selection of fruit. Almost all the lower animals which 
eat fruit appear to like best those vnriciiaH valued by 
man, I have often remarked litis in the catu of 
sheep and game, tho latter particularly ; for whilst the 



front were pressing up against tho glass. It struck me conking Apples lie al most on moles ted under tho trees, 

t 11 flf thin MJ'l-l 3 U ffli nilrfR h t Fri Ka Ik' ! OF -n. n^l liinliir.n ilinui 'll _ I 2 _ ■ _ _ - Tl' : 1. J nr? 1 ■ T~» ■* a A 



that the house ought to be wider and higher than Mr. 
Rivers, originally rtcO tn mended, and that a apatl-roof 
would possess great advantages. The opinion of any of 
your readers who may have experience on the following 
points will therefore he n favour : viz., most suitable 
height, width, and form of house generally, and. as ap* 
pltcabje to my own case, whether it is indispensable that 
a apan -roofed hmi$a should stand eouth and norlh, a# it 
cuts up my garden very much to ptaee it otherwise 
than south- and north-west, or aouth*w'egt and 
north-exst, A Ten Years 1 Sutacnhcr. 

Pali x Babylonica uar. annnfari*. — 1 nm not aware 
that the origin of this variety of Weeping Willow is 
precisely known. My earJEvat recollection of it in tFiat 
my father gave 15j. for a plant in a pot 6 inches high. 
It was k*pt in the greenhouse a year or twn, and finally 
proved to be ss hardy as the species* So lat$ as the 
publication of Loudon’s 5 * Arboretum" it is not known 



sized fruit are^ obtained from trees agrtLiiBt walls, flavour , where it sprang from; but if its origin is buried in 
iB sacrificed. Corw^s Nots Bene, an pvit purple Blum of ‘ obscurity, n Carious return tn its nature baa convinced 



medium size* ia I thick a Canadian Blum, from 
Montreal ; this is au enormous hearer, wiihstBiading our 
Bpring frosts woli, and ripening early in August* Plums 
are beriming most valuably fruit* for owing to several 
new varieties the dessert and the kitchen can' be nupplied 
from the end of July till nearly the end of October. 
T. Filers. 



me that it ja but an accidental sport— perhs pi of one 
shoot that has been perpetuated, About 05 years flgu 
I planted in our nursery a tree by the road-ride to 
attract notice ; for 20 years it showed no sign of change, 
but a single shoot In the following year grew more 
vigorously than tho rest, and produced the leavis in 
their usual form. This shoot beg continued to ramify* 



Ribstone Pippins, M ulster a, Wykin Pippins, are 
itimnat alwRj'B spoilt bctorc I1 l« morning. I hardly 
think, however* lhat tho wireworm would be expected 
to be so nice in its choice, but m It Eft; I have observed 
many baking Apples just at lacked and left* whilst a good 
CAiing variety has been full of the worms. Frem a 
Bets Pool Apple 1 extracted 24 fine fat fellow* (many 
of them contained from 5 to 12), whilst from a tienrly 
ripe Comic de Lftmy Pear 1 took out the almost in* 
credible number of 3?. I should stale that all our 
orchard* nrd carefully gathered every few days, 00 that 
1 have no reason to believe tbeno fruits had lain long ou 
the Grass. T, p. JPmrs™, Chilwe.lL 
Pheil Iia in ia the. fste of (see p. 7 10). — I 

earnestly hops that of Winch eater will give amno 
more particulftrg regarding tho TaII of sliellsat Osborne; 
Were any of the shells living I Over how wide an area 
did they full 1 During how long a time are they be- 
lieved to have fallt-n. 1 At whai hour and on what day T 
Did only one kind of shell fall f I hope 11 C.'* will for- 
give me for suggesting to hint how veiy desirable it is 
ill at so extraordinary and very tote rating a tact ihould 
he ftufhenii eated by the isarralur's name, It is really 
almost a duty towarda the scianca of n Mural hisloty Ip 
do so. Were (he Zuu idt'iitlfi&il by any good conch olo- 
gisit t — this seem* to me an important point. C. D.jDown. 
[The Zita was very obligingly identified by Dr. UaErd 



Nov, 3, 1855.] 



THE GARDE NEE, S’ CHRONICLE. 



727 



af tho British Museum, Our eoiresporident'B nsma is 
C. Winchester ; he ifl thu intelligent foreman in the 
Royal Gardens At Osborne, and will, we hope, furnish 
the additional information asked for.] 

{JctCMirnGw Growing (®eo p H 710).— I was much sur- 
prised to see ilia account of nay hybrid Cucumber in 
your Paper of last week, which account was communi- 
cated totally without my e-ugnijanoe. I feel it an ini- 
peratEve doty to say that the party has exceeded (ha 
bounds of truth, Loth as regards the quantity of fruit 
euf, and the average lengths I am not acquainted either 
with the merit® or demerits of Mr. SuuoiTe Cucumber. 
R t jlfuaicy, Kirby Hall, Oct. Iff. 

Memaymmt of Rota in Beds (see js* TO 1 ^). — - Permit 
me to ask Mj, ** J* M () ,f of Fulkatotio, -whether he 
would .rcctmjniend Hoaes In beds la be manured in 
autumn or in spring — say in November or in March, 
arid why he would so recommend it. I do not asit for 
aoy Other tEian real iafarmaliMi, being by no mcane 
actuated by a spirit nf criticism. Bevon. 

Cuphea plaiywnira . — My employer has succeeded in 
raising Htaudarda of thia beautiful plant, 4 feet high, 
with lat^o heads, which are at this time loaded witli 
fine foliage and flowers. This has heart effected by ' 
beginning with them when they are cuttings, keeping All 
lateral shoots stopped, aud the leader of each tied to a 
neat stake, shifting tilo plants into latter pots as 1 
soon ay they required it, and taring a rich compost* 1 
Treated as standards they allow to better ad van tags 1 
tholr small but beautiful flowers, and afford a pleasing 
variety during <ho Hummer months in shrubberies And 
flower borders, where they should bo plunged in their 
puts for convenience in, lifting and Louring them at the 
approach of frost* They should be liberally watered in 
dry weather, using for them occasion ally a littEo liquid 
manure, J, Gilbert* A bbey Wood* Bexley Jledtk. 

A tmorpterc of Hothouses , — Having occasion to refer 
to your reprint of my description of the pteut-liou&Ea 
erected by me at this place (in your number of July 
21st), I find that you have perpetuated a mistake, 
which, if T had been aware- that you were about to 
honour me with a republican on, I would have begged to 
rectify, The passage to which 1 refer ruts* thus — ■** the 
air of plant-houses of tills description should be in direct 
proportion to (he light, the moisture, and to the heaL ir 
It should hflvo boon <( the temperature of the air should 
be in* direct proportion to the light, and the moisture to 
the heat. 1 * This is a rule which I consider most im- 
portant, for F have observed that a tnoist atmosphere, 
at a low temperature, iu the winter, is moat dsn genius 
to plants; indeed, on one occasion, when by accident 
my open troughs were left uncovered In the winter, with 
a temperature of GS 1 '' 1 , several Orchids suite red, and iqm? j 
died. This, I behove, would not have happened in 
summer ; and if I am right in my belief, I can 
only account for tlia difference by supposing that, in 
summer, the light, which in the main source of vitality, „ 
being more intense, the plants are in a morn vigorous 
State and better able to resist any unfavourable con- 
dition' of the atmosphere. I think, too, that humidity 
at a low temperature degenerates into what we cull 
fl damp," and I suspect that some otherwise fine Orchids 
which I paw At Chiswick this summer, had suffered in 
their health and appearance from some such treatment 
durirt g the 1 » s L wfi i ter. W ho ( her the I i gl 1 1 has ftny effect 
oil Hie quality of the air, I leave others to decide ; my 
Impression is that it has. The subject la an interesting 
otio In connection with the all -important question of 
ventilation, am I the public, and plant growers in par- 
ti cuter, mi glit he much benefited by seeing it discussed 
by yourself or gome of your scientific correspondents. 
71 Phiilpottif PotiAfftnidden, Trtt.ro, 

FLORICULTURE. 

Tilts Hah Loculus.— I n Mr, Atkinsrtu’s [of Worcester) 
catalogue of Dutch bulbs just received wo find the 
following useful remarks tin the culture of this flower, 
which he states were originally intended for our columns, 

Li WhAt can be gayer/* lie observes, <J 'than a bed of well- 
grown Ranunculuses 1 Their fine forms, richness, and 
diversity of colours claim for them universal admira- 
tion i and yet, singular as It may appear, with all thdr 
attraction a, they are not half so extensively grown as 
they deserve to be. If lovers of Am) lieanty, however, 
were once to pay a visit to ihu magnificent collections 
of Messrs. Tyso, Lightbody, and others, when these are 
in the height of their bloom, I feel satisfied that they 
would never rest contented until they had a bed in their 
own grounds to view at their pleasure. I am a. warts 
Hi at the Ranunculus has been termini by many a shy 
AUi uncertain flower, which, in fact, it is if planted with- 
out trouble or carts, and Afterwards left to chance, but 
under skilful cultivation it wilt be found to blossom most 
profusely. The only difficulty is in getting up the 
tubers at the proper time* wlien sufficiently ripe, and 
preserving them as plump jlb possible until planting 
tins a, A. few brief remarks as to the best mode of 
culture may not b« out of place, The. situation for the 
beds, which are beat prepared in autumn, should be a 
moist cool place, where they will only be subjected to a 
few lioura 1 morning sun, bearing in mind that a, moist 
subsoil is required in order to ensure eueeru&fal cultiva- 
tion. The place being selected, remove the old soil to 
the depth of nearly 2 feet and 4 feet in Width ; .soils cut 
from a rich old loamy pasture to Hie depth of 3 nr 
4 inches, and about IS inches wide, should then bo laid 
at the bottom, to form the- foundation of the bod, tread- 
ing them firmly down. Thu remainder should be filled 
up with the same compost collected a few months 



previously, and turned Several times before using it. To 
this may be added a portion of well decayed eow- 
dung end leaves, and If the loam is rather stiff, a 
portion of eand may ba Introduced. - Thie should also 
be prewed firmly down, and the whole may remain in 
that condition till pi soling time ; tho beds should he tittle 
above the level of the Borrow ndi eg ground, and in order 
to give them a m-at appearance they ahuu Id be edged 
round with slate. Fork the soil over tightly previous to 
planting* but not exceeding T inches ini depth. I*tent>- 
mg should never be deferred after themlddto of February, 
and the roots wifi be benefited by being p faced ih the light 
a few days before they arc put Into the bed* Embrace 
tho first Qiiportunily of a fiao day to rake the beds and get 
them perfectly level and marked neatly out previous to 
planting, in order that the mots may be put In at equal 
distances •* they should he placed about 5 indies apart 
and fi niches Asunder rejw from row* It ia better to 
give lliem a little extra room at nil times than to over- 
crowd them. If the collection ia small they may be 
dibbled in with the finger, carefully set with the 
prongs downwards, and covered over about 1J inch 
deep ; hut If the collection is exten-ive T drills should he 
drawn at equal distances aerwa the bod®, placing the 
roots At the bottom of them, and covering them with 
the loose soil ; as soon as the plants appear Above 
ground, which will bo about April, tho gut-face soil 
should be carefully and firmly pressed round about the 
route, *nd if the weather should set in very hot In May, 
the beds should ho rare fully watered, in order to prevent 
the soi I from cracking ; old tail placed over them a t 
tills stage of growth will also lie found very heaefictah 
In order to prolong (heir blooming season a temporary 
shading should b* erected over I hem, just sufficient 
to protect them from the hot aun and rain, bat the beds 
should uevcrthelega he kept in a moist state. Wire- 
worma often attack the roots, and therefore they must 
ho guarded against. As souti tu\ the foliage has begun 
to decay protect the beds from wet, or the root® may be 
excited to grow again, which would be very injurious to 
them. The (most essential point connected with their 
cultivation is, as I hoToro observed,, taking tip the roots 
and properly storing them away* They should be lifted 
as soon as the foliage hu turned quite yellow, and, 
stored away in a dry airy situation, drying them as 
gradually as possible, in order to keep* them plump. 
When auEfidenlly dry they maybe placed In drawere, in 
order that they may l>e easily looked over, atill bearing 
in mind that a cool but dry atiuonphere Is thu only 
menus of preserving them iu a sound Btate/ 1 New 
varieties are raised .from seed, which may be sown 
now or iu January, iu beds furnished witfi frames and 
glasses; it should be strewed thickly on -the surface of 
the prepared soil, ami then covered with a sprinkling of 
mould, not exceeding the eighth of an inch io thicknc^a; 
tiie plants usually appear iu about a month, they should 
be regular iy wntL-rvd and air admitted day sad night, 
except in severe frosts, when it wilt bo necessary to pro- 
tec 1 1 lie m. Tl te Tu rb&n varie ties make splen d id early Irt-ds, 
and should be extensively planted by all lovers of floral 
beauty — they are very cheap, so that no florist need be 
without them. Tho properties of a good Ranuiiculug 
are a strong straight stem,, from 3 inches to a foot 
in height* supporting a large well-shaped blossom at 
least 2 inches iu diameter, and forming two-thirde of a 
ball ; the petals should ba thick, smooth on cho edge®, 
and gently cupped ; the colour (whatever it inny'be) 
should he deusu ; if an edged flower, the edging ihouEd 
be perfect, and the marking uniform on every petal— 
striped or speckled Elowere on the edges ara ieHried im- 
perfect ones. 



Miscellaneous. 

The J'oivh of Agtirmum which, after upwards of five 
years* GXperitjnca And observation on- the natural habits 
of tiie various animated tenants, I li&ve now adopted, 
consists ip a four-sided vessel having the back gradually 
Eloping upwards from the bottom at an auglo of 45 s 
to 50°. and the consequently extended top sloping 
slightly downwards, and resting on the upper part of the 
back* The bottom, therefore, becomcft necessarily 
narrow’. The front for the purpose® of ubef)rvftiioD h and 
the tup for the adm/osion of Eight, are to be of glass ; 
the back, ends, and bottom being constructed of state ; 
the whole fixed in a stout frame work. The advantages 
of this arrangement are i — 1st. That It allows of a most 
extended view of the whole interior of the Aquarium. 
2d, That it enables the occupants to resort to water of 
any depth they may derive, or even to ascend the sloping 
back and emerge irotn the water. 3d. It admits of a 
much larger surface of water being exposed to the action 
of the hgbt ; and, 4th, T'bo sloping top allows the water 
which condenses oh the glass, from the effect of radia- 
tion,, to trickle off and re turn to the aquarium without 
lirat resting on the zinc or iron frame- work. I need 
hardly men t inti that the sloping back is to be covered 
with light rock- Work extending to a short distance above 
the water-line. Itann^GH In jlnnok of Natarul 
History. 

fjhunje TWtt,— The coHoc-ticn of Orange trees belong- 
ing to the Luxembourg la one of the most remarkable 
of any of tbe public gai-deua in France, both from the 
number and age of the tre^S. Orango trees, it is known, 
attain a vase ag? L iu the Orangery at Versailles 3a one 
known under the three names of M Grand Con actable/ 1 

Prjm^n b I.,” ud “ Grand Bourbon/'' which, is more 
than 4 U0 years old. f t comes from Home pippins of a 
tre* of bitter Dr® u go® planted in a pot at the commence- 
ment of (he IS ih cthiury by Eloatiora Of Castile, wife 



of Charl«-o II Lj King of Navarre. Tho trees which 
sprang from them wore preserved in the game cam® up 
to at Paiii pel hub. ; they afterward® passed Into 

Llifferont bands as rare and precious object*, and then 
became ih* properly of the CnnstHble do Bourbon, who 
placed them iu fits chateau do ChantollG, iu the Bour- 
bon ufiis. The property of the constable having been 
confiscate rt in 1522* Hlb Orange trees were ®ent to 
decorate the Palace uf Fontainebleau, wthcEi Franco!® I, 
had caused to be restored and enlarged. When 
Louis XIV* had terminated Versalllcfl, and built its 
magnificent Orangery, ho gave orders that all the. 
Orange trees existing in tlae ro>al residences should be. 
conveyed to it ; this waa iu lGtl4, and tho Oraiiga trees 
of Pam pel ana, which were among those, thus removed, 
were tbm two and a half centuries old* r The ,4 (1 rand 
Constable,” the moat remarkalle of them, I®, notwith- 
standing its great age, still perfectly vigorous* tyaij'^Muiu* 
Favour iit Flowers . — E^cry flower i® a favourite wiiii 
somebody, though everybody does not fix hi* tifTectkJrta 
ou the same Identical favourite. A« in matters m air i- 
NMOlol, every dank finds his Jill (cActcufi ea 

cAscitne) ; so, in floral attachtnertla every object of 
attraction hewilcliE* Its own apeclal ybjecl whom its 
influence aitrar. lfl f Bousseau had hi# Periwinkle^ Giro* 
fate, the painter, his Gill] flower, whence he derive* his 
pictorial name, Linnaeus fell Into a rapture of adora- 
tion the Aral time he beheld the golden hloaaomg of the 
Furze ; while Burns wonhipped with fond devotion 
that wee modest trim sou-tipped flower, the Daisy. The 
late King and Queen uf Otaheits wore Sunflowers in 
their bosoms on drawing-room thiya. There ard 
memorial flower* ; the Floa Adonis, tar Pheasant®' Eye, 
sprang from the blood that fell from Adonis's Uiigh 
when /ho savage hoar inflicted the death- wound ; the 
Hyacinth tow to perpetuate the perishing beauty of 
another comely stripling. The Vergiaa-mrin-nichi, or 
Forget-me-not, is a modern remembrancer of lovers* 
vows. There Arc dynastic flowers ; tho Lily of tho 
Bourbons, (he Violet of the Bo no partes, and the Rroom- 
twig, the Plan t a genista, or Plante dee Genets, of our 
own vanished Pkutegenels. There are national flowers ; 
the touch- mo-nut Tlustle of Scotland,- the delicate 
Wood-sorrel or Shamrock of Ireland, the blood-stained 
Rosea (both white and red) of England, the perfumed 
Rose of tha orientals, the Water-lilies of India, the 
Tuberose of Italy, to which might be added the 
Geranium® of the Cape, iho t’ariuaes of Amerir^t, the 
Lilies of Guernsey, the double Pomegranates [>f Morocco, 
the Scarlet Quince and a hundred other beauties of 
Japan, the Chr; saudirtuuni aud a Ehem-arul more 
chucmort from Cliina, tho Gentian of t ho Alps, and tli* 
bltialilug crah-blooflom of Siberia. * , * . So, pray, 
which are your favourite flowers— the Lily of the 
Valley, tho Dandelion, or the Daffydowmhlly, which 
comes before ttie swallow dares to come, and meets the 
winds of A larch with beauty t I will candidly tell you 
which are min** A ts Cowslip, the dairymaid, when 
pressed to pafrenise a bird (after tho fashion of Venus, 
Juiiflj atid Minerva, who selected doves, peacocks, and 
owls respectively), answered, “Well, I should like a 
nice roaut duck ; " in like manner, if you put me to the 
question about my flowers, I must confts® that. I have a 
weakness fur Caper buds whenever there ie a talk of 
boiled legs oT mutton ; for Borage and Nasturtium 
flowers to crown a salad ; for Cowatipa and cream while 
j the cuckoo slngetli ; for a di»b of cooked Artichokes 
whenever the’ arc to bo ha>l (I earmot even yet manAgo 
them raw a la poivyadc) ; for Camomile fomentation 
when seized with the face-aehe ; for Marigold broth 
when I want to bring out the measles or the scatlet 
f&vdr ; for El iter -flower water to strengthen and cleanse 
the few-scant hairs that remain on my cranium ; fora 
glass of Clary wine b s An exh iterator aud anli-lachrymatic ; 
for a (isHuo of Violet® and Lime-tree blossoms when tho 
doctor prescribes a cooling di to tout ; for decoction of 
Rli&c leaves when he says I am fevuiab; for the dried 
br.-nrjm.-tj which 1 treAsure flattened he-tweeo tlia leaves 
of a certain folio volume ; ami for the pretty little pot- 
flower (never mind what genus and species it belongs 
to) which Mary Jane presented on my birthday- Dick&ia's 
u BcvMehAd IFordj/* 



Calendar of Operatiooa. 

(For the euruMip wcei.) 



PLANT I>Er ARTMENT. 

Covseutatory* dtc*— Attend to the last week’s direc- 
tions as to guarding against dam p t giving air freely when 
tho btet* of the weather admits, and uoa fire heat only 
when It is mdispen&abte, and the is a® opanngly a® may 
comist with safety. Ii will probably be necessary to 
subject many plants to genilo forcing iu order to secure 
a constant succession of bloom for J urn billing this bouse, 
for few plant® will make much progress ®t thte season 
uplea® encouraged with a tempera tort considerably 
warmer tlian would be required to preserve them in 
healBu Hut where forcing in list bo resorted to, use 
foresight* and endeavour to avoid having to subject the 
plant® to a very high temperature, which is very inju- 
rious to many things; and the fly wera cannot be 
expected to East ao long as if they were developed 
in. a temperature more suitable to the habit of the 
plan t. Ta ke ad vn n rage of u ri fsvoorabl e wea tb e r for cu t- 
donrs work to get the foliage of Camellias, Orange trees, 
&c-, thoroughly cleaned, for it is hardly less essmtial to 
the health of eucb things that their foliage be kept 
dean aud iu a fit state to perform its fouctioiiH thatt 



